
 
 

Minutes 
Ephrata Alumni Association 

2020 Annual Meeting via Email 
March 2020 

 
 
Due to concerns regarding a local-area person’s death due to corona virus the annual meeting scheduled 
for March 09, 2020 at Ephrata City Hall was canceled.  The meeting was, instead, held via email.  
President Michael Lehmann, Vice-President Jerry Pitts, Secretary Beverly Mayer, Treasurer Gail Smith-
Scellick, Board members John Kriete, Linda Pierson, Roberta Davis, Terry Moncrief contributed to email 
meeting. 
 

President’s message: Michael Lehmann 
“The Noted Alumni project continues to be a great success.  It has resulted in a significant amount of work 
for our secretary.  The finished product that is placed on display at the high school is very professional as 
are the website and Facebook postings thanks to the efforts of Secretary Bev Mayer. 
 
“The Gillette family has committed to another significant donation to the scholarship fund in the April 
2020 time frame which is very much appreciated. 
 
“At a December 10, 2019 board meeting the board approved the awarding of three $1000 scholarships 
for 2020.  The deadline for submission of applications is April 12, 2020    
 
“If anyone knows of someone that they think may be willing to help with the upkeep of the website please 

let the me know at EphrataTigersAlumni.com/Contact Us”.       Michael Lehmann 

Secretary report:  Beverly Mayer   

Annual Meeting report   March 12, 2019 
Full details of the meeting can be found at EphrataTigersAlumni.com/association board. 

 
Board Meeting summary   May 23, 2019 
In attendance:  Board members: Michael, Jerry, Beverly, Gail, Linda, John.  Others attending: Allen Gillette 
and Doug Gillette.   
 
The meeting was called by President Lehmann in response to a request by two Ephrata Alumni, Allen and 
Doug Gillette.  They wished to discuss scholarships and also wanted to have an exploratory and 
interactive discussion so that they could better understand the activities of the association, as well as, the 
association’s challenges and aspirations.  They are interested in exploring where and how they may be 
able to support the association in the future.  The informal discussion was held in a spirit of co-operation 
between the Gillettes and the board members. 
 
In addition,  
1. Treasurer Gail Smith advised the board that the current balance of the association to be $20,576.74.  

The sum of $3000.00 for scholarships will be due in June.   
2. A progress report regarding the selection of EHS seniors for scholarships was presented.  A scholarship 

chairman has yet to be named.      
3. The “Noted Alumni” project committee indicated that it has begun searching for alumni stories which 
will be on display at EHS beginning in September 2019.  It was reported that three of the previous “Noted 
Alumni” stories can be found on Facebook.com/ephratatigersalumni. 
 
Contact   September 27, 2019 the board received an email from the Gillettes indicating: 

1. The Gillettes will be making a $1,000.00 donation to the alumni association’s scholarship program 

beginning with the 2020 awards.  They plan to continue this sponsorship for at least the next five 

years. 

2. The Gillettes will be establishing a long-term annuity for their sister Becky with the Columbia 

Basin Foundation. 

3. The Gillettes will submit a Noted Alumni form in the name of Becky Gillette Dunn. 

 

 

 



Board Meeting summary   December 10, 2019 

In attendance: Board members: Michael, Jerry, Bev, Roberta, John.   President Lehmann announced the 

2020 Annual Meeting to be held on March 09, 2020, details to follow.  The secretary read the minutes for 

the May 23, 2019 meeting and the contact email from the Gillettes.  The treasurer was absent, no report. 

The meeting was called to discuss the Scholarship and “Noted Alumni” projects.  (1)  The board voted to 

present three-$1000.00 scholarships to three graduating EHS seniors in 2020.  The scholarship 

committee will meet to consider applications and decide on successful applicants after the deadline of 

April 12, 2020 (deadline moved to April 27, 2020 due to COVID-19).  Alumni can explore the scholarship 

process and read about previous scholarship winners on EphrataTigersAlumni/scholarships. 

 

(2)  It was reported that the current “Noted Alumni” display at EHS will be removed on December 20, 

2019.  A new display will be set up on January 2, 2020 which features all women in recognition of the 

100th anniversary of nation-wide suffrage.  Board members will participate on both occasions.  There is 

still a need for alumni to participate in this project by sending in a submission form for themselves or for 

another alumni.  EphrataTigersAlumni.com/noted alumni.  At this site the first 13 inductees to the EHS 

Athletic Hall of Fame can also be found.  In co-operation with the Grant County Journal the Hall of Fame 

stories are available through the association. 

 
Membership report:  Beverly Mayer 
Current membership includes 207 Life Members and 8 Memorial Life Memberships for a total of 215 
members with 7 Annual Members paid for 2020…. 222 members.  New members are being sought 
through advertisement on the associations Facebook page.  Association members are urged to support 
the efforts toward increasing the membership.  Class reunions continue to be a source for new members. 
 

Treasurer’s report:  Gail Smith-Scellick                                                                                                                                                       
          2020 Annual Treasurer Report                                                                                                                                                                                           
             2019 Year Start $18,613.51             2020 Year Start          $19,660.92 

 2019 Year End  $19,660.92              2020 Year to Date     $20,070.92 
 2019 Year Income $   1,047.41              2020 Year Income    $      410.00 
   

A bill was submitted in the amount of $72.26 for printer ink used to conduct the duties of the secretary. 
An invoice for $16.97 for software to enable website documents to be uploaded to Facebook was 
presented.  Both were approved by an email vote of the board.   Full details of this report with a 
breakdown of Checking, CD/DV, PayPal, and Savings breakdowns can be found at end of these annual 
meeting minutes.  More info is available if needed from treasurer. 

 
2019 Scholarship report:  Gail Smith-Scellick                                                                                                                   
The 2019 scholarship committee was comprised of Linda Pierson, Michael Lehmann and Gail Smith.  
Applications for the 2019 scholarships were picked up on April 15.  Copies were made for each 
scholarship committee member.  Each member’s top three choices were given a point system with the 
three top point receivers being awarded scholarships.  The three 2019, $1,000.00 scholarship winners, 
were McCall DeChenne, Brennen Bazaldua and Clay Johns.   Updates were made to the scholarship packet 
and sent to Rhonda Hagy at Ephrata High School for posting to the High School Scholarship website.  

 
2020 Scholarship report:  Michael Lehmann 
President Lehmann announced that all board members will be included in the committee to consider 
2020 applicants for the association’s three-$1000.00 scholarships.  A date will be announced for the 
committee to meet sometime after the deadline for applications closes on April 12, 2020 (changed to 
April 27, 2020 due to COVID-19).  President Lehmann will present scholarships at the senior class 
ceremonies for announcing awards. 

 
Noted Alumni report: Beverly Mayer 
Contact has been made with the EHS Class of 1995 asking the members to consider completing 
submission forms for “Noted Alumni” display to be put in place September 2020.  The theme of the 
display will be “The First 25 Years After Graduating From EHS”.  The board members are continuing to 
add to the growing list of alumni featured on EphrataTigersAlumni.com/noted alumni. 
 
Facebook Report: Michael Lehmann 
During 2019 the “Noted Alumni” stories of twelve men and five women were featured on Facebook.com/ 
ephratatigersalumni.  Also, during 2019 the stories of five men and three women were featured as 
“Athletic Hall of Fame” honorees.  During 2020, to date, three men and seven women have been featured 
as “Noted Alumni” on the association’s Facebook site. 



 
The Noted Alumni stories are posted on the Ephrata Alumni Facebook page and then posted on the “You 
know you're from Ephrata, WA when…” Facebook page which really boosts the number of people visiting 
these posts.  These Facebook efforts have really raised the awareness of Ephrata Alumni's “Noted 
Alumni” but it has not resulted in any increase in donations or memberships.   

 
Nomination Committee report:  Linda Pierson  
The following association members nominated for election to the board of directors with term beginning March 

9, 2020, for one-year included: Roberta Davis, John Kriete, Michael Lehmann, Beverly Mayer, Terri Moncrief, 

Linda Pierson, Jerry Pitts and Gail Smith-Scellick. There were no further nominations put forth so the board 

president made a motion for a unanimous ballot to be cast for nominated members.  Motion carried via email 

vote.  The result is that there remains one vacant board member seat.  A vote was subsequently taken to 

maintain the board of director’s officers as they are currently being served.  Vote carried via email response. 

 

New business:   
1. A motion was made to present the 2020 EHS president of the associated student body a life 
membership in the association.  Motion passed via email vote.  Membership will be awarded at the senior 
class ceremonies announcing awards.   2. A copy of the Bylaws of the Ephrata Alumni Association was 
presented to each board member for their consideration and found on following page.  At a future date 
the board members will meet and consider amendments to the bylaws.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Adjournment: President Lehmann.  Following adjournment board of directors’ officers elected:  
President Michael Lehmann, Vice-President Jerry Pitts, Secretary Bev Mayer, Treasure Gail Smith Scellick. 


